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ALACHUA – The 
Alachua City Commission 
voted unanimously Sept. 14 
to tentatively keep the city’s 
property tax rate at 6.25 mills 
and to advance a proposed 
$65.4 million budget for the 
2026-27 fiscal year.

The rate is the same one 
the city levies now. Because 
property values within the 
city have risen, however, the 
6.25 mills is 5.42 percent 
higher than the rolled-back 
rate of 5.9286 mills.

The rolled-back rate is 
the rate that would generate 
the same amount of property 
tax revenue as the prior year, 
excluding new construction 
and certain other changes. 
A mill equals $1 for every 
$1,000 of taxable property 
value.

City Manager Rodolfo 
Valladares said the rolled-
back rate would have 
generated $529,519 less 
in general fund revenue 
than the tentative rate. He 
said the difference reflects 

the increase in property 
valuations within the city 
limits.

In his tentative budget 
message, Valladares 
said the spending plan 
focuses on “maintaining 
essential services, investing 
strategically, and preserving 
the flexibility needed 
to respond to changing 
economics and legislative 
conditions.”

Finance and 
Administrative Services 
Director Tyler Williams said 
the proposed total budget of 
$65,445,330 is $1,715,399 
less than the current 
year’s amended budget of 
$67,160,729, a decrease of 
2.55 percent.

Williams attributed 
the reduction mainly to 
lower appropriations in the 
enterprise fund budgets, 
which cover the city’s 
utility services, and to 
carry-forward capital costs 
that have not yet been 
appropriated.

The proposed general 
fund budget, which 

pays for the city’s main 
governmental functions, 
stands at $22,210,900. 
Additional carry-forward 
appropriations for unfinished 
projects and open purchase 
orders will be added to the 
final budget, Williams said.

The commission took 
two actions. Resolution 26-
12 sets the tentative millage 
rate. Vice Mayor Jennifer 
Ringersen made the motion, 
and Commissioner Shirley 
Green Brown seconded it.

Resolution 26-13 
approves the tentative 
budget. Brown made that 
motion, and Ringersen 
seconded.

Mayor Walter Welch, 
Ringersen, Brown and 
Commissioners Jacob 
Fletcher and Jackson 
Youmas voted in favor of 
both resolutions.

Because the proposed 
rate exceeds the rolled-
back rate, state law requires 
a two-thirds vote of the 
commission to adopt it at the 
final hearing. Interim City 
Attorney Scott Walker said 
that means at least four of 
the five members must vote 
yes.

Resident Jim Currington 
spoke in support of the 
budget, acknowledging the 
rate amounts to an increase 
and urging residents to 
accept it.

“It’s important that we 
can accept and embrace this 
raise,” Currington said.

One resident asked 
whether the city could still 
cover its costs if Amendment 
3 passes. Valladares said that 
if the amendment passes, the 

city would have one fiscal 
year to address it.

Amendment 3 is a 
proposed state constitutional 
amendment on Florida’s 
November ballot. It would 
progressively increase 
the homestead exemption 
and cap annual increases 
in the assessed value of 
commercial properties. 
If voters approve it, the 
measure could significantly 
reduce property tax revenue 
for cities and counties across 
the state.
Garbage rates unchanged 
under Waste Pro renewal

Later in the meeting, the 
commission unanimously 
approved a four-year renewal 
of the city’s residential solid 
waste contract with Waste 
Pro of Florida Inc. The new 
term runs from Oct. 1, 2026, 
through Sept. 30, 2030.

Residential customers 
will continue paying $25.60 
a month, a rate Compliance 
and Risk Management 
Director Cap Wilson said 
has been in place since at 
least 2022. Of that amount, 
Waste Pro receives $23.94 

and the city keeps $1.66 to 
cover billing, administration 
and bad debt.

With about 4,450 
residential customers, 
the city’s share comes to 
$88,644 a year. Waste Pro’s 
share totals $1,278,396 a 
year.

Wilson said Waste Pro 
had the right under the 
existing contract to seek a 
cost-of-living increase but 
did not do so. Any future 
increase would require 
approval by the city manager 
and then the commission, 
which may reject it, he said.

Wilson said Waste Pro 
charges $30.75 a month 
in High Springs and $35 
a month in Newberry. 
He attributed part of the 
difference to the company’s 
facility being located in 
Alachua, which shortens its 
routes.

Fletcher questioned 
the contract’s $100,000 
performance bond, noting 
that the city’s purchasing 
policy calls for bonds equal 
to 100 percent of the contract 
price. Wilson and Walker 

said that provision applies to 
construction projects under 
state law.

Wilson said the bond had 
been reduced from $500,000 
during negotiations in 
which Waste Pro made 
concessions, including 
purchasing the carts used 
in the city’s automated 
collection system.

Fletcher made the 
motion to approve the 
renewal, and Ringersen 
seconded it. Several 
residents and business 
representatives, including 
former High Springs Mayor 
Sue Weller, spoke in support 
of the company’s service and 
community involvement.

The final public hearing 
for the budget is set for 
Monday, Oct. 5, at 6 p.m. 
in the James A. Lewis 
Commission Chambers at 
Alachua City Hall, 15100 
N.W. 142nd Terrace.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO 

THE CITY OF WALDO 
COMPREHENSIVE 

PLAN
WHAT:

1)  CPA 26-02, an application by the City of Waldo to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan to revise the Future Land Use Element, 
Traffic Circulation Element, Housing Element, Infrastructure 
Element, Conservation Element, Recreation and Open 
Space Element, Intergovernmental Coordination Element, 
Capital Improvement Element, and Economic Element,  and  
incorporating new data and analysis supporting proposed 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. 

2)  The title of the ordinance adopting the above Amendment 
being:

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03
BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WALDO, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN OF THE CITY, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 
163.3177, FLORIDA STATUTES TO COMPLY 
WITH STATE STATUTES, ADDRESS CHANGES IN 
LOCAL CONDITIONS AND REVISED DATA AND 
ANALYSIS, AND PROVIDE CLARIFICATION TO 
OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES; SPECIFICALLY 
AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT 
AND FUTURE LAND USE MAP, TRAFFIC 
CIRCULATION ELEMENT, HOUSING ELEMENT, 
INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENT, CONSERVATION 
ELEMENT, RECREATION AND OPEN 
SPACE ELEMENT, INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COORDINATION ELEMENT, CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT ELEMENT, AND ECONOMIC 
ELEMENT UNDER THE AMENDMENT 
PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED IN SECTIONS 
163.3161 THROUGH 163.3248, FLORIDA 
STATUTES; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The City of Waldo City Council, after receiving a 
recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Board, will 
conduct  a Public Hearing to consider the adoption of the above 
application on October 13, 2026, at 6:30p.m.

WHERE: The public hearing will be held in the City Council 
Meeting room in Waldo City Square, located at 14450 N.E. 
148th Avenue, Waldo, Florida.

The application and public hearing may be continued to one or 
more future dates.  Any interested party shall be advised that 
the date, time, and place of any continuation of these public 
hearings which shall be announced during the public hearings 
and that no further notice concerning these matters will be 
published.  

A copy of the proposed application is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City of Waldo City Manager 
located at the above stated address, during regular business 
hours.

All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision 
made at the above referenced public hearings, they will need 
a record of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
persons with disabilities needing a special accommodation for 
attendance at this meeting should contact the City of Waldo at 
352-468-1001, no later than 72 hours prior to the proceedings.

(Published: Alachua County Today - October 01, 2026)

NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO THE 
CITY OF WALDO LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE

WHAT:

1)  LDC26-01, an application by the City of Waldo, to amend 
the City’s Land Development Code, implementing amendments 
to the Comprehensive Plan, amending definitions, clarifying 
use standards, clarifying and streamlining development review 
processes.

2)  The title of the ordinance adopting the above Amendment 
being:

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-04
BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WALDO, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE TEXT OF ALL 
ARTICLES (1-11) OF THE CITY’S LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION AND CORRECTION OF 
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR 
LIBERAL CONSTRUTION; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

The City of Waldo City Council, after receiving a 
recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Board, will 
conduct  a Public Hearing to consider the adoption of the above 
application on October 13, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

WHERE: The public hearing will be held in the City Council 
Meeting room in Waldo City Square, located at 14450 N.E. 
148th Avenue, Waldo, Florida.

The application and public hearing may be continued to one or 
more future dates.  Any interested party shall be advised that 
the date, time, and place of any continuation of these public 
hearings which shall be announced during the public hearings 
and that no further notice concerning these matters will be 
published.

A copy of the proposed application is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City of Waldo City Manager 
located at the above stated address, during regular business 
hours.

All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision 
made at the above referenced public hearings, they will need 
a record of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
persons with disabilities needing a special accommodation for 
attendance at this meeting should contact the City of Waldo at 
352-468-1001, no later than 72 hours prior to the proceedings.

(Published: Alachua County Today - October 01, 2026)

NOTICE OF 
ENACTMENT OF 
AN ORDINANCE 

CONCERNING A LAND 
USE ACTION FOR AN 

AMENDMENT TO THE 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP
WHAT:  CPA 26-03, an application by Interplan, LLC on 
behalf of Waldo Ventures, LLC, property owner, to change 
the Future Land Use on Parcel 16972-007-000 from Rural/ 
Agriculture (Alachua County) to Waldo/301 Special Area 
Study. The property is identified on the map shown below. 
The City of Waldo City Council will conduct a public hearing 
and consider adoption of an Ordinance, which title appears 
below. The Public Hearing is to consider the adoption of an 
amendment to the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive 
Plan on October 13, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

WHERE:  The public hearing will be held in the City Council 
Meeting room in Waldo City Square, located at 14450 N.E. 
148th Avenue, Waldo, Florida.

ORDINANCE NO.   2026-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WALDO, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FUTURE LAND USE 
MAP OF THE CITY OF WALDO COMPREHENISVE 
PLAN UNDER THE PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED 
IN SECTION 163.3187, FLORIDA STATUTES; 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

This Enactment of an Ordinance and the public hearing may 
be continued to one or more future dates.  Any interested 
party shall be advised that the date, time, and place of any 
continuation of the public hearing which shall be announced 
during the public hearing and that no further notice concerning 
this matter will be published.  

A copy of the proposed application is available for public 
inspection at the office of the City of Waldo City Manager 
located at the above stated address, during regular business 
hours.

All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision 
made at the above referenced public hearing, they will need 
a record of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based.

(Published: Alachua County Today - October 01, 2026)

TOWN OF LACROSSE
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS:

FIRE ASSESSMENT
The Town Council of the Town of LaCrosse, 
Florida is considering the implementation of a 
Fire Assessment as a funding mechanism for the 
Town of LaCrosse Fire Department and is seeking 
professional services to implement and perform 
the required process.  The town will be seeking 
professional services through Thursday November 
5, 2026, and all proposals will be due by this date.  
Proposals can be submitted through mail delivery 
to Town of LaCrosse, 20613 n SR 121, Alachua 
Florida 32615, or email attachment to clerk@
townoflacrosse.net or submitted directly to the 
Town Hall located at 20613 N SR 121, LaCrosse, 
Florida on Tuesday or Thursday from 9am until 
2pm.  Please direct questions to the town hall at 
386-462-2784 or outside business hours to 352-
922-9227.

(Published: Alachua County Today - October 01 2026,
and October 22, 2026)

NOTICE OF CONTINUATION
The Final Budget Hearing held on Monday, September 28, 2026
for the City of Alachua was recessed and will be continued on

Monday, October 5, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
at

Alachua City Hall Commission Chambers
15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, 32615.

(Published: Alachua County Today - October 01, 2026)


