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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING BEFORE THE 
PLANNING & ZONING 
BOARD THE CITY OF 
ALACHUA, FLORIDA

Notice is hereby given that the Planning & Zoning Board of the 
City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on January 13, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the James A. Lewis Commission 
Chambers in City Hall, located 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, 
Florida, to consider the following:

Application #: PSSC25-0002 – Mallard Construction & Electric
A request by NV5 Inc, applicant and agent for Mallard 

Construction & Electric, LLC, property owners, for consideration 
of an amendment to the City of Alachua Future Land Use Map 
(FLUM). The proposed amendment would change the future land 
use designation of a +1.35 – acre subject property from Agriculture 
to Community Commercial. The subject property is Alachua County 
Tax Parcel 03046-004-000. Existing FLU: Agriculture; Proposed 
FLU: Community Commercial. 

At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and be 
heard with respect to the application. Copies of the application, staff 
report, and any related application materials are available for public 
inspection at the Planning and Community Development Department, 
15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, on any regular business 
day between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., one week prior to 
the date of hearing. Written comments on the application may be sent 
to the following address: City of Alachua, Planning and Community 
Development, P.O. Box 9, Alachua, FL, 32616. Notice is given 
pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that, in order to appeal 
any decision made at the public hearing, you will need a record of 
the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any persons 
with a disability requiring reasonable accommodation in order to 
participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at (386) 418-
6100 x 1501 at least 48 hours prior to the public hearing.
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PLANNING & ZONING 
BOARD THE CITY OF 
ALACHUA, FLORIDA

Notice is hereby given that the Planning & Zoning Board of the 
City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on January 13, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the James A. Lewis Commission 
Chambers in City Hall, located 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, 
Florida, to consider the following:

Application #: PR25-0002 – Mallard Construction & Electric
A request by NV5 Inc, applicant and agent for Mallard 

Construction & Electric, LLC, property owners, for consideration of 
a Site-Specific Amendment to the Official Zoning Atlas (Rezoning). 
The proposed amendment would change the zoning district of a + 
1.35 – acre subject property from Agricultural (A) to Community 
Commercial (CC). The subject property is Alachua County Tax 
Parcel 03046-004-000. Existing FLU: Agriculture; Proposed FLU: 
Community Commercial; Existing Zoning: Agricultural (A); 
Proposed Zoning: Community Commercial (CC). 

At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and be 
heard with respect to the application. Copies of the application, staff 
report, and any related application materials are available for public 
inspection at the Planning and Community Development Department, 
15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, on any regular business 
day between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., one week prior to 
the date of hearing. Written comments on the application may be sent 
to the following address: City of Alachua, Planning and Community 
Development, P.O. Box 9, Alachua, FL, 32616. Notice is given 
pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that, in order to appeal 
any decision made at the public hearing, you will need a record of 
the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any persons 
with a disability requiring reasonable accommodation in order to 
participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at (386) 418-
6100 x 1501 at least 48 hours prior to the public hearing.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING BEFORE THE 

PLANNING AND ZONING 
BOARD OF THE CITY OF 

ALACHUA, FLORIDA
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Board of 

the City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on January 13, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the James A. Lewis Commission 
Chambers in City Hall, located 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, 
Florida, to consider the following:

Application #: PSE22-0002_Tara April_Special Exception 
Permit

A request by Clay Sweger, AICP, LEED AP, of EDA Consultants, 
Inc., applicant, on behalf of Tara Forest, LLC, property owner, for 
consideration of a Special Exception Permit to allow the placement of 
a minor utility (stormwater management facilities) in the Agricultural 
(A) zoning district that would support future development on adjacent 
lands zoned Community Commercial (CC). The subject property is 
generally located north of US 441 east of I-75 and April Boulevard, 
and west of Mill Creek; Consisting of a portion of Tax Parcel Number 
03020-000-000; Future Land Use Map (FLUM) Designation: 
Agriculture; Zoning: Agricultural (A).

At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and 
be heard with respect to the application. Copies of the application 
are available for public inspection at the Planning and Community 
Development Department, 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, 
Florida, on any regular business day between the hours of 7:30 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Written comments on the application may be sent to 
the following address: City of Alachua, Planning and Community 
Development, P.O. Box 9, Alachua, FL, 32616. Notice is given 
pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that, in order to appeal 
any decision made at the public hearing, you will need a record of 
the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any persons 
with a disability requiring reasonable accommodation in order to 
participate in this meeting should call the City Clerk at (386) 418-
6100 x 1501 at least 48 hours prior to the public hearing.
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Upon arrival, firefighters 
found the vehicle fully 
involved, with flames 
already spreading to the 
wooden structure.

Firefighters established 
a water supply using a 
tanker and deployed two 
hose lines to attack the 
fire. Despite the intensity 
of the blaze, crews were 
able to bring the fire under 
control and prevent it from 
spreading beyond the barn 
to nearby vegetation or 
adjacent buildings.

According to fire 
officials, the property owner 
was able to safely remove 
all animals from the barn 
before emergency crews 

arrived. No injuries were 
reported.

Photos from the 
scene show heavy fire 
involvement inside the barn, 
with flames consuming 
vehicles and equipment 
stored within. Firefighters 
worked amid thick smoke 
and intense heat, both from 
outside the structure and 
from inside the barn, where 
the roof and support trusses 
were heavily damaged.

The Alachua County 
Fire Marshal was consulted 
regarding the cause of the 
fire. Officials indicated that 
no further investigation will 
be conducted.

Alachua County 

Fire Rescue Fire Chief 
Harold Theus credited the 
coordinated response and 
rapid establishment of a 
water supply for preventing 
a larger incident.

The incident remains 
under review for 
documentation purposes, 
but fire officials emphasized 
that the outcome could have 
been far worse had the fire 
spread beyond the barn or 
if animals had still been 
inside.
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Photo special to Alachua County Today 
Firefighters battle heavy flames and smoke inside a large barn after a vehicle fire spread 
to the structure late Sunday night, Dec. 28.


